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On a rather chilly May morning fifty 

members met for a delicious breakfast 

of hot coffee and croissants at Cranford 

Hall before starting out on a tour of 

some of the architectural and cultural 

Icons of Northamptonshire. For most the 

first stop was Ninian Comper’s glorious 

St Mary’s church, Wellingborough, said 

to be his favourite achievement, 

followed by Higham Ferrers where local 

guides led members through the church, 

chantry and the Bede House. There was 

just time to enjoy the recently restored 

Montagu monuments in Warkton church 

before moving to Geddington church, 

where a packed lunch and a hot drink 

awaited our doughty travellers. 

The afternoon offered churches at 

Lowick, Stoke Doyle and Barnwell and a 

conducted tour of Southwick Hall by the 

owner, Christopher Capron. Our day 

finished at Apethorpe Palace for a glass 

or two of sparkling wine and canapés. 

We were given an entertaining 

description of his restoration programme 

by the owner, Baron von Pfetten, 

followed by a tour of the state 

apartments with their magnificent Tudor 

plasterwork.  

Despite the unseasonal weather, the day 

was fully enjoyed by our everyone. Our 

thanks are due to John and Gayle 

Robinson, Christopher Capron and Jean-

Christophe and Nadia Pfetten, who so 

kindly opened their houses to us, and to 

James Miller whose written notes added 

so much to our appreciation of many of 

the icons. 

Grand Icons 
Tour  

 May 2017 
- David Charlton-Jones 

What’s in a 
name? 
- Robin Jones 
Our legal name, The 

Northamptonshire Branch of 

the Campaign to Protect 

Rural England, is quite a 

mouthful and at this year’s 

AGM we will be asking 

members to approve a 

change to CPRE 

Northamptonshire.  We will 

also propose the adoption of 

new Articles of Association 

(our rule book) to bring 

them into line with modern 

practice.  They incorporate 

new-fangled things like 

emails and the internet, as 

well as changes to AGM 

quorums and the like. 

We hope you will be at the 

AGM (we need at least 25 of 

you to be quorate) and, to 

make it more of an 

occasion, we have invited 

Oliver Hilliam, CPRE 

National Office Senior 

Communications and 

Information Officer, to talk 

about “22 Ideas That Saved 

The English Countryside”, 

the book he co-authored 

with former CPRE chairman, 

Peter Waine.  It tells the 

story of the evolution of 

England’s relationship with 

the countryside and our 

desire to defend it from the 

forces of 

industrialisation and urban 

sprawl - from the birth of 

England’s conservation 

movement with the 

Commons Preservation 

Society in 1865 to the recent 

campaign to save England’s 

forests. 

The AGM will be held on 25 

September 2017 at Parsons 

Memorial Hall, Great 

Houghton.  The AGM itself 

starts at 3.30 pm and will be 

followed by the presentation 

of the Litter Heroes awards 

and Oliver Hilliam’s talk.  

The occasion will end with 

refreshments. 
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The government’s Housing White Paper 

was published in February, with a 

consultation period running into May. It 

aimed to unlock the perceived problems 

with housing delivery and included a 

series of forty questions that formed the 

consultation. CPRE National Office 

approached the consultation in a new 

way, seeking to achieve a “One CPRE 

Response” and so avoiding branches 

sending in conflicting views. 

National Office gathered responses from 

the branches as a first stage. This was 

followed by a workshop day in London, 

attended by representatives of all the 

CPRE branches. Following this, an online 

participatory forum was opened which 

concluded the consultation. Then the 

“One CPRE Response” was submitted to 

the Government. 

Areas of Concern affecting the 

countryside 

1. Do we know how many houses we 

need to build? 

The current approach to housing 

numbers is overly complex.  There 

is a need to distinguish between 

need, demand and aspirational 

growth. 

2. Are the guarantees to protect 

precious countryside strong enough? 

Will changes in favour of 

sustainable development increase 

the threat to the countryside? The 

NPPF needs more teeth on 

undesignated areas. 

3. Proposals for Housing Delivery Tests: 

could these allow developers to 

sidestep brownfield sites? 

The suggestion that development 

should be refused on the grounds of 

developers’ past delivery rates is 

good, but could be difficult to 

operate. Speeding up delivery using 

Completion Notices may hinder 

brownfield delivery. The proposed 

housing delivery test is very 

complex and failure will instigate 

housing number buffers, which 

could lead to over provision and loss 

of sites at Appeals. 

January to March prize-winners:  

Susan Stevens of Sudborough £50  

Jean Howell of East Haddon £40  

Michael Aubrey of Oundle £30  

Martin Gaskell of Kettering £30 

Government Housing White Paper 
- Alan Mayes The use within the White Paper of 

the term “housing in the right 

place” is ambiguous, as is 

“sufficiently ambitious local 

authorities” - both terms that 

would be challengeable at appeal. 

Prominence is given to bringing 

forward brownfield sites – which is 

good – but the NPPF needs changing 

to make this possible sequentially. 

The introduction of fees for appeals 

is another good proposal in 

principle, together with shortening 

the life of planning permissions to 

reduce land banking by developers. 

Refusing applications because of 

developers’ track records, or 

because it is thought a site will not 

be developed, is also good in 

principle – but would be open to 

challenge. 

In all, it is a mixed bag of good 

proposals and others that may 

threaten our fragile countryside. 

Let us hope that the new 

government will take on board 

some of the consultation response 

put forward by CPRE. 

Categories 

1. Preservation and 

enhancement of the 

landscape 

2. A smaller-scale project 

involving the design and 

implementation which is 

publicly accessible, or in 

school grounds 

3. Urban enhancements 

4. Buildings in any location 

featuring: 

 sympathetic restoration and re-use 

 an example of innovative new build 

 novel energy-saving measures 

 an outstanding design 

5. A recent project  

Just a reminder that it is time for our 

2017 CPRE Northamptonshire Town and 

Country Awards which are held every two 

years. The award scheme aims to  

celebrate the best in design and 

restoration both in the towns and 

countryside of our county. In 2015 the 

winners were quite wide ranging and 

included Beckworths Emporium, Mercedes 

Headquarters at Brixworth, an area of 

new lakes at Church Stowe and an 

element of urban regeneration at the 

Artizan public house in the centre of 

Northampton.  

Nomination forms are available on the 

CPRE Northamptonshire website. Entries 

can be new build, restoration or 

improvement to an area of land, but must 

be visible to  the public – full details of 

categories are available on our website. 

Please act now and help to celebrate the 

best in our county. The winners will be 

announced in December. Entry forms can 

also be forwarded by contacting 

alanmayes123@gmail.com or phoning 

01933 650369  

We need your nominations for the 
2017 Town and Country Awards  

April to June prize-winners:  

Glenda Kerruish of Apethorpe £50  

Alexandra Wiffill of Maidford £40  

Rick & Pat Dunsby of Broughton £30  

Christopher Hart of Cotterstock £30  

mailto:alanmayes123@gmail.com
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Gander Farm  

is perched high on the edge  

of the Welland valley, enjoying 

stunning views.  When Ian and 

Lauren Horton took over the farm 

five years ago there was a lot of 

waste dumped on the land, so 

where possible they followed a 

policy of reduce, recycle, re-

purpose, reinvent and relax.  

Broken fences were repaired 

from other disused sections, old 

tractor tyres became vegetable 

beds and an old chicken shed 

became the new farm loo. The 

11 acre plot is now home to 

goats, sheep and poultry and 

accommodates a flavours and 

vegetable garden.  

Ian came along to the last 

North Northants CPRE 

meeting and gave a talk on 

how they came to own goats 

and how M.I.N. (Made in 

Northants) have supported 

them in the growth of their 

business. 

They are doing their best by the 

animals and environment, and 

run a very successful business 

looking after your skin and your 

tummies! Not only are they 

getting great feedback from 

customers all over the UK about 

their lovely soap and are also 

making brilliant ice cream. 

www.gandersgoat.com  

Ganders Goat 

Volunteer Profile - Bill Heelan 

As a member, I have supported CPRE 

for many years, yet never had the 

time to become actively involved. 

Last September I retired and I have 

now moved from London to take up 

permanent residence at our cottage 

in East Northamptonshire, with Helen 

and our two Springer spaniels. This 

change has afforded me the 

opportunity to finally become more 

involved in the work of CPRE and I 

very much look forward to the 

challenge.  

I have no background in planning, 

though I am reassured, having met 

the CPRE team that I shall be working 

with, that this will not prove to be an 

insurmountable impediment. I love 

the English countryside, and though I 

accept that there will always be a 

need for development, I do believe 

that it can be achieved 

sympathetically and without the 

destruction of our natural and built 

environments.  

I am looking forward to my induction 

day and to contributing in my own 

small way to the work of the CPRE in 

the Corby area.  

We need you too 

You are reading Outlook, so we know 

that you care about the 

Northamptonshire countryside.  Have 

you ever considered helping us to 

counter the pressures it is facing? 

Do you have the time and energy to 

help us?  Do you have skills and 

experience which you are not using 

as much as you would like?  We need 

people to help us to manage our 

charity and to respond to members 

and others concerned about threats 

to the countryside we love. 

Wherever you live in the county, 

but especially if you are in South 

Northants (where our need is 

greatest), why not send us your 

contact details to find out more 

about volunteering with us?   Email 

info@CPRENorthants.org.uk, or leave 

a message on 01604 780000. 

An email went out in January, and 

throughout the spring we have been hearing 

about litter picking all across the county.   

If your village or group has been out picking 

litter and the idea of cash awards to spend 

on community projects is appealing, perhaps 

you have already sent us a report with your 

photographs.  However, if you haven't got 

around to contacting us, you only have until 

July 15 (closing date especially extended for 

Outlook readers) to send in your report.  All 

the details are below.  We would love to 

hear from you!  

As these and many others have shown, 

community groups working together can “do 

something about it”.  To enter this year’s 

Awards, email info@CPRENorthants.org.uk 

with your best three or four picking 

photographs with a paragraph or so telling us 

how it was organised and what happened at 

your litter pick. If you chose to hold your 

litter pick outside of March and April, that’s 

fine by us. However we will be judging 

sometime in July, so please send your entries 

as soon as you have them.  

 

Litter Heroes  

Reminder 

mailto:nfo@CPRENorthants.org.uk
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org.uk
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Dates for your diary 

 Summer Garden Party 

Friday 14 July 6.30 – 9.00 pm 

Mill House Gardens 

East Haddon 

 AGM 

25 September 3.30 pm 

Parsons Memorial Hall 

Great Houghton 

 Carols and Mulled Wine 

3 December 

Easton Neston Church   

More details in the next edition 

Are you a keen 

photographer? 

The front page of each publication of 

Outlook features a landscape 

photograph of Northamptonshire, 

according to the season.  We would 

love to hear from you if you have a 

stunning photo that you would like to 

be considered for the top spot.  We 

have a bank of high resolution photos 

but would love to have contributions 

that celebrate the skills of our CPRE 

readers.   

Please email your photos with a brief 

description for the credits to  

Trisha White - 

info@CPRENorthants.org.uk. 

CPRE attends the Rockingham Castle 

Horse Trials event 

Volunteers Alan Mayes, 

Robin Jones, Martin 

Gaskell, Brian Skittrall, 

David and Jane Charlton-

Jones and Sandy Feather 

all helped on the CPRE 

stand at the Horse Trials 

event held in the grounds 

of Rockingham Castle. 

The event was held over 

three days. Over 8,000 

people came to see 

international and 

national event riders 

perform and look to 

around the 80 stands.   

CPRE were joined on the 

stand by local producers 

Ian and Lauren Horton 

from Ganders Farm, and 

Steve Reed from 

Northampton selling 

home made chutneys and 

preserves. 

Nominate your Local Food Hero! 
The search for this 

year’s ‘Local Food 

Hero’ has started.  

It’s your chance to 

help decide who 

takes home the 

prestigious title! The 

‘Weetabix Local Food 

Hero of the Year’ is 

one of the categories 

in the Carlsberg UK Northamptonshire 

Food and Drink Awards,  It is sponsored 

by Weetabix and supported by CPRE 

Northamptonshire.  It seeks 

nominations from the public for those 

individuals or businesses which go 

further than most in promoting local 

food or keeping down food miles. 

 “What makes this award so important 

is that it recognises the wonderful 

people and businesses right across the 

county doing what they can to maintain 

the value of local food in our rural 

communities.  Often they’re too 

modest to put themselves forward for 

such an accolade, so we rely on others 

to do it for them,” explained Sally 

Hanrahan, CPRE Northamptonshire 

Education and Development Manager. 

“I’d like to urge everyone to submit a 

Summer Garden Party 
14 July, East Haddon 

Join us for a chilled glass of wine 

and nibbles whilst wandering around 

Ken and Gill's charming garden.  

Enjoy a delightful summer's evening 

between the borders and in the wild 

flower meadow. Mill House gardens 

have been part of the National 

Garden Scheme for over 12 years, 

with more than an acre in open 

countryside.  There is a large fruit 

and vegetable plot with some old 

and rare varieties, an orchard, wild 

flower meadow, pergola, pond, 

grasses, hot garden, borders and 

shady areas.  

Contact : Gill on 01604 770103 

or visit the ‘What’s Going On’ page 

of our website. 

simple nomination and help ensure 

that our local food heroes get the 

recognition that they deserve!”  

Please download a nomination form 

from the Awards’ website  

www.northamptonshirefoodanddrink. 

co.uk - or simply call the Awards team 

on 01933 664437. The closing  

date for nominations is 24 July. The 

winner is announced at the Awards 

Dinner in November.  

For more information, including 

details of the other categories in the 

competition, please call 01933 664437 

or email 

rachel@themallowscompany.com. 

mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org

