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Proposed road-rail interchange between 

Blisworth and Milton Malsor 

CPRE Northamptonshire is actively monitoring developments 

Many of you will have seen news 

reports about the Rail Central 

proposal to build a new Strategic Rail 

Freight Rail Interchange. It would 

occupy the area just north of 

Blisworth bounded by the west coast 

mainline, the Northampton rail loop, 

the A43 and Milton Malsor.  Not 

surprisingly, this proposal is very 

controversial and many local 

residents have contacted CPRE  

about it.   

The proposed development is for up to 

743,200 sq metres (8 million sq feet) of 

storage and distribution buildings, 

ancillary buildings and associated 

infrastructure.  If it goes ahead, it will 

be a very substantial development 

which will have a major impact on the 

landscape, local villages, transport 

infrastructure, employment and  

housing needs. 

The current expectation is that the 

proposals will follow a “fast track” 

planning procedure with an application 

being made directly to the Planning 

Inspectorate, not the local planning 

authority.  With so few details of what 

is being proposed currently available, it 

is not possible for CPRE to provide 

detailed comments at present, but we 

will be looking carefully at issues  

such as:  

 the case for such a large 

development, particularly as it 

appears that most of it may not be 

served by rail at all 

 the impact on the landscape 

 the impact on local communities  

 the implications for road and rail 

transport 

We will also be looking at the likely 

divergence between what is being 

proposed and the pre-existing strategic 

planning objectives for West 

Northamptonshire that were agreed 

following public consultation. 

CPRE has already attended meetings of 

local residents and consultees and 

intends to make representations when 

the comprehensive consultation process 

begins in April 2016.  
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Steve Batterby 

Most of you will be familiar with the “Icons of  
Northamptonshire” book and it has been suggested that 
many members would welcome the opportunity to get to 

know some of the icons better. Accordingly we are teaming up with James Miller, who for some years has organised highly 
successful “Sculpture Tours” in the county, to stage the first “Icons Tour” on Saturday 8th October 2016.  Detailed planning is 
still in progress but the format will be to gather for breakfast and then follow a personally chosen itinerary from a list of 
about ten. At a number of key locations an expert speaker will be on hand to guide us through the interesting features. 
Guests bring their own picnic lunch and to finish the tour we meet at the final location for a cheering glass and refreshments. 
 
Full details will be published in the next edition of Outlook but meanwhile please reserve the date in your diary.   

Contacts - Sally Hanrahan and David Charlton-Jones. 

Icons tour of Northamptonshire 
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MIN - Made in Northamptonshire - is a 

networking group for the county’s local food 

and drink sector.  We support this sector for 

the positive benefits it has to the rural 

economy.  

Many guests attended the party and were 

welcomed with a glass of local apple juice 
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Recent 

prize-

winners 

MIN's 5th birthday party at 

Beckworth Emporium  

The Lord Lieutenant’s 
charity ball at the  

Rockingham International 
Horse Trials 

 Our President, David Laing, has 

generously named  CPRE 

Northamptonshire as his charity for the 

Lord Lieutenant’s ball which will be held 

on Friday 20th May at Rockingham. This 

will be a black tie dinner in the 

sponsors’ marquee at the Horse Trials 

site at Rockingham Castle. 

The evening will begin with a sparkling 

wine reception, followed by a three 

course dinner with wine and coffee. 

Entertainment will be provided by an 

exciting band, Megan and The Bourbon 

Boys, with dancing after dinner.  

Tickets will be £65/person but a table 

for ten will be discounted to £600.  For 

more information about this major 

event, either email or telephone Sally 

Hanrahan or David Charlton-Jones or 

complete the enclosed form.  

September:  Brian Worton of Hollowell £35  Peter Pollak of Sulgrave £25  

October:  Jane Charlton-Jones of Geddington £35 Brian Skittrall of Bozeat £25  

November:  Paul Hayter of Charlton £35  Gayle Robinson of Cranford £25  

December: Peter Pollak of Sulgrave £40  Muriel Gardner of Byfield £30  

January:  Susan Castle of Farthingstone £30  Muriel Gardner of Byfield £20  

A successful Planning Roadshow 

was held on 12th November at 

Great Houghton Village Hall with 

about 40 Parish Councils  

represented. A very informative 

presentation was given by the 

Northamptonshire Super Fast 

Broadband team, followed by an 

insight into the role of a County  

Councillor, given by our keynote 

speaker Cllr Michael Clarke who 

holds the portfolio for Environ-

ment, Development and  

Transport. The evening closed 

with an enthusiastic update on 

the preparation of Earls Barton’s 

Neighbourhood Plan by Cllr  

Bob Gough. 

Our next Roadshow will take 

place on Thursday 12th May at 

Great Houghton Village Hall at 

6pm. We will be concentrating on 

the current state of planning 

within the county and how it will 

affect your community.  Andrew 

Longley, Head of Planning at the 

North Northamptonshire Joint 

Planning Unit and Colin Staves, 

Principal Spatial Planner for the 

West Northamptonshire Joint 

Planning Unit, have accepted our 

invitation to speak. Please  

encourage your Parish or Town 

Council to send a representative 

or reserve a place for yourself. 

Planning Roadshows - Alan Mayes 

and canapés made with local ingredients. They heard a number of good 

news stories which had come as a direct result of MIN, including Waterloo 

Cottage farm being in discussion with four new customers and Masala 

Cuisine getting valuable labelling advice.  Phil Saxby reported on his cider 

and said that 15% of their customer base is as a direct result of MIN.  Keith 

of The Little Smokehouse said that he would never have met Hamm Tunn 

Fine Foods (local cheese) without the group.  Farmer Lou and Posh Pork are 

now supplying meat to the Northants Saints rugby players thanks to meeting 

the rugby club's chef at the MIN meeting last summer. 

The 2016/17 Carlsberg UK Northamptonshire launch event will take place 

on 17th March 2016.  Once again Weetabix have agreed to sponsor the CPRE 

Local Food Hero Award.  Thanks were given to David Brown for hosting  

the event. 

Bridge drive with lunch 

The bridge drive last year was such a success that we’re organising  

another on 26th April at 10.30. 

Our venue this year is  Cold Higham Village Hall (NN12 8LR).  The cost 

will be £20 per person to include coffee or tea on arrival and a hot 

lunch with a glass of wine.  

For further details please contact Jane Kimbell on 01327 830535 
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Smart phones – love them or 

hate them – are 

everywhere.  They started 

out as a way of phoning 

someone when you or they 

were outdoors; now using 

them merely to talk to 

someone is a minor part of 

their utility. 

Some people - almost 

literally - live their lives on 

them.  Others find that a 

pocket or handbag device 

which lets them check if rain 

is on its way, their bank 

account is in credit, or lets 

them buy online, really is a 

little marvel. 

Access to the Internet using a 

mobile phone more than 

doubled between 2010 and 

2014.  More than 70% of all 

adults have used mobile 

phones, tablet or laptop 

computers to access the 

internet while away from 

home or work.  These devices 

are now much more 

affordable, fast, convenient 

and user friendly than they 

were only a few short years 

ago.  It’s pretty obvious that 

that this is a fast–growing 

trend. 

The speed with which this 

development has happened is 

amazing.  Like many other 

organisations, we at CPRE 

Northamptonshire designed 

our website relatively 

recently, when we were 

thinking of users with a 

desktop computer.  These 

users haven’t gone away – in 

fact their screens have got 

bigger, better and less tiring 

on the eyes.  But we can’t 

ignore any longer those 

wanting to learn about 

countryside protection using 

their smart phones.  Trying to 

read tiny paragraphs of text, 

as you do when full size 

screen images have been 

shrunk down to the size of a 

playing card, pretty soon 

results in frustration and a 

serious loss of patience – and 

an end to any interest in 

what we have to say. 

So we have launched an 

updated version of our 

website 

CPRENorthants.org.uk, 

designed to be accessible on 

all sizes of screen.  In line 

with our support of the 

county’s economy, we have 

again asked the Northampton 

company in.house.media to 

do the work for us. 

Whether your technology is 

old and slow or of the latest 

whizz-bang variety, we hope 

you like our latest 

website.  If you do, or if you 

don’t, please let us know. 
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New mobile friendly 

website  – Peter Hopkins 

Design award  

winners 
The Mercedes Technology Centre, 

Brixworth - awarded for a large well 

designed modern building, sensitively 

integrated into the landscape and the 

approach to the historic village of  

Brixworth. The award was collected by 

Mike Nash and Neil Phelps on behalf of 

Andy Cowell the Managing Director. 

The Artizan public house, Artizan 

Road Northampton - awarded for the 

sensitive refurbishment of a town  

centre public house in a nineteenth 

century residential area of  

Northampton, so encouraging a thriving 

environment for town centre living. 

Award collected by Tom Hewer for the 

Tom Hewer Group. 

The Lakes at Wyndam House, 

Church Stowe - created by Sir Peter 

Ellwood - awarded for the sensitive 

creation of a series of lakes which have 

encouraged new habitats and visible 

within the setting of Church Stowe  

village. Sir Peter was unable to attend 

so the award was forwarded to him. 

Beckworth Emporium, Mears 

Ashby - awarded for the creation of a 

countryside shopping and restaurant 

experience, integrated into the country

-side and providing an outlet for locally 

produced goods. Award collected by the 

owners David and Heike Brown. 

On Thursday 10th December over seventy members  

welcomed the return of the Candlelight Carol Service in St. 

Andrew’s Church at Cranford Hall, splendidly hosted by  

Gayle and John Robinson.  Mulled wine was served in the 

church after which we sang some favourite carols, guided by 

the “CPRE choir”, led by our chairman, Paul Hayter. 

After the service a hot supper and mince pies were served in 

the Studio and the CPRE Town and Country Design Awards 

were presented by Christopher Hobson. 

Our thanks to Gayle, John and their team at the Hall and to 

Alan Mayes and  the judging panel for the Design Awards for 

giving us all such a delightful evening.  

Carols by candlelight 

http://cprenorthants.org.uk/
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Dates for your diary 

  Planning Roadshow: 

12 May, 6.00 pm 

Great Houghton Village Hall 

Tickets available from Sue Baylis 

Sue.baylis@CPRENorthants.org.uk 

  Charity Ball 

20 May, Rockingham 

- see enclosed leaflet 

  Bridge Drive 

26 April, 10.30, Cold Higham  

Village Hall - see article 

  Supper and Music 

9 July - see enclosed leaflet 

 

Outlook production team: Trisha White, Sally Hanrahan, Sue Baylis, Robin Jones & Peter Hopkins.  Comments to: info@CPRENorthants.org.uk 

Local food and drink events 2016 
Thurs 17 March   Launch of the Carlsberg UK Northamptonshire  

  Food and Drink Awards 2016/17 

Sat 26 – Mon 28 March Kelmarsh Country Show 

Sunday 24 April  Brackley Food Festival 

Sat 14 & Sun 15 May  Northampton Food and Drink Festival, Becketts Park 

Thurs 19 – Sat 21 May Delapre Beer Festival 

Sat 21 May   Food and Craft Fair, Market Harborough 

Sun 29 & Mon 30 May  Festival of Country Life, Lamport Hall 

Sat 11 & Sun 12 June  Towcester Food Festival 

Fri 1 to Sun 3 July  Northampton Town Fair and Balloon Festival (tbc) 

Sat 16 July   Oundle Food Festival 

Sat 23 & Sun 24 July  Great British Food Festival, Kelmarsh Hall 

Sun 28 & Mon 29 August Northamptonshire Food Show 

Sat 3 & Sun 4 Sept  Holdenby Food Show 

Sat 24 & Sun 25 Sept  Althorp Food Festival 

Sat 12 & Sun 13 Nov  Northampton Winter Food Festival, County Ground 

Sat 19 November  Mawsley Food Festival 

This year the litter campaign is differ-

ent.  CPRE nationally is very happy to 

be an official Supporter of the Clean for 

the Queen campaign – especially since 

Her Majesty has been our Patron for 

many years.  CPRE Northamptonshire is 

delighted to tie in our regular spring-

cleaning competition with the national 

Clean for the Queen campaign.  Your 

village or group can support either cam-

paign, or both! 

Our campaign dates are easy – the en-

tire month of April.  The Clean for the 

Queen dates are the weekend of March 

4, 5 & 6.  But any group in the county 

which holds a litter pick between now 

and midsummer is eligible for a cash 

award. 

The awards will again be a main prize of 

£500 and two runner-up prizes of 

£150.  The prize money may be spent 

on any community-related project in 

the local area of the winning group. 

Last year, our main Litter Heroes prize - 

a cheque for £500 - went to Kilsby  

Parish Council, which involved parish-

ioners of Kilsby, their local primary 

school, pre-school and WI, all working  

together.  The runners up were the 55th 

Little Billing Scout Group and  

Warmington Parish Council, who each 

received cheques for £150. 

Yet again we were surprised and  

delighted by the number and  

enthusiasm of the villages and other 

groups who participated. 

As these and many others have shown, 

community groups working together can 

do something about it.   

To enter this year’s Awards, email your 

best two or three picking photographs 

to us (info@CPRENorthants.org.uk), 

with a few sentences telling us what 

happened at your litter pick.  We  

always like to hear about people of all 

ages waking up to the evils of littering - 

and showing that they want to do some-

thing as a community to address  

the problem. 

Whether you intend to Clean for the 

Queen or not, we do recommend that 

you visit their website  

cleanforthequeen.co.uk.  They 

have resources available 

(“special edition” litter sacks!) 

and interesting ideas that may 

help.  Register your pick with 

them, and please let us know 

too, by an email to 

info@CPRENorthants.org.uk. 

 Happy picking!   

 

CPRE Northants spring litter campaign 

team 
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 Supper and music 

On 9th July David and Jill  

Montagu-Smith will be hosts at a 

CPRE evening of supper and  

music at the Old Rectory,  

Farthinghoe, Brackley. The  

Andante Choir, who have  

performed to great acclaim at 

previous evenings, will entertain 

with a programme of summer 

songs. A very pleasurable  

evening is in prospect. 

The application form is enclosed 

with this edition of Outlook. 
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