
OUTLOOK November 2016 

 

Second application for a rail freight  
terminal near Blisworth, Milton Malsor,  

Collingtree and Roade - Steve Batterby  

Pre-application documents 

were submitted to the Planning 

Inspectorate on 21 October 

2016 for a Strategic Rail Freight 

Interchange (called the  

Northampton Gateway) to be 

bordered by the M1 (near J15), 

the A508 and the Northampton 

Loop of the West Coast Mainline 

near the villages of Blisworth, 

Milton Malsor, Collingtree  and 

Roade.  The applicant is Roxhill 

(Junction 15) Ltd.  The proposal 

is for nearly 468,000 sq m  

(5 million sq ft) of warehousing 

and ancillary buildings. 

This Roxhill Northampton  

Gateway proposal follows the 

pre-application documents  

submitted by Rail Central in 

December 2015 for a rail 

freight terminal to the other 

side of the Northampton Loop.  

As you know from the article in 

March 2016, CPRE is already 

involved in the consultation 

process for the Rail Central 

proposals.  The Northampton 

Gateway documents were  

submitted shortly before going 

to press, but CPRE will be  

looking at them closely and will 

be asking to be included as a 

technical consultee.   

We intend to look at the impact 

and merits (or otherwise) of 

each of these proposals but in 

addition will be looking at their 

cumulative effects.  Clearly 

they would mean the develop-

ment for warehouses of a very 

large area of countryside within 
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Recent housing appeal 
decisions - Alan Mayes 

We have for some time been concerned at the number of 

housing developments allowed at appeal because of the 

lack of five-year housing land supplies in different local 

authorities across the county.  It is therefore heartening  

to report that recent Planning Inspectors’ decisions have 

upheld the local authorities’ refusals to grant planning 

permission on sites not allocated by them for 

development.  These are at Brigstock and Little 

Harrowden.  At Stanwick, an appeal has been withdrawn 

at a very sensitive site at the approach to the village. 

These decisions have been possible since the adoption of 

the Joint Core Strategy by the local authorities in North 

Northamptonshire and the confirmation of the five-year 

housing land supply.  We hope that more sensitive sites 

will gain protection by the adoption of firm strategic 

policies.  

rural Northamptonshire and inevitably there would be 

major impacts on local communities and on transport 

links.   

Narrowboat travelling along the Grand Union Canal in Blisworth - photograph courtesy of Hilary Spurrier 



OUTLOOK November 2016 

 

2 

Recent 
prize-
winners 

July: Sir James Spooner, Pytchley £35  Roger Finch, Islip £25 

August: Clare Pollak, Sulgrave £35  David Montagu-Smith, Farthinghoe £25 

September: Helen Garton, Hulcote £35  Peter Pollak, Sulgrave £25   

The high level of litter on England’s 

major roads is seen to be a major  

problem and many of us would agree 

that littering has become the ugly  

disease of modern life.   

Northamptonshire is a beautiful county 

but that does not stop a huge amount of 

litter being thrown or dumped out of 

passing cars or large amounts of  

commercial litter blown from the back 

of heavy goods vehicles onto road  

verges and central reservations. 

Clearing litter from the roads in our 

county is the responsibility of either 

local authorities or Highways England 

(previously the Highways Agency).  

Highways England is responsible for 

keeping motorways and a small  

proportion of all-purpose trunk roads 

clean, while local authorities have a 

similar responsibility for the roads in 

towns and the majority of trunk roads.  

Latest figures suggest that collectively 

Northamptonshire councils are required 

to spend more than £4.5 million every 

year addressing this litter problem 

county-wide.  In addition, the costs 

associated with litter removal and  

implementing safe methods of working 

on trunk roads have become  

disproportionately expensive for the 

district and borough councils.  

A recent policy review by  

Highways England together with 

its own campaign was aimed at  

‘…reducing the need for litter 

picking and collection and  

delivering an effective litter 

clearing service’.  As part of 

their strategy Highways  

England had hoped that road 

users would play their part but 

clearly this is not happening.  

There are also problems with 

local authorities being unable to 

establish effective  

partnerships, co-ordination and  

communication with Highways England 

and their contractors.  

It is no wonder that people are getting 

fed up with the way litter blights their 

communities.  CPRE is well aware of 

this and nationally we are a member on 

the Litter Forum Committee, which is 

part of the government’s new Litter 

Strategy Initiative.  We continue to 

push for both procedural and legislative 

changes relating to litter and fly-tipping 

from vehicles.  

Highway litter - the continuing story 
 - Bob Lock 

An application for 128 new houses on a site on the northern edge of 

Greens Norton has been refused following objections which included 

representations from the parish council, members of the local 

community and CPRE.  This was a second application for the site, the 

first having been refused in 2015.  The developer disputed South 

Northamptonshire Council’s view that the 5 year housing land supply 

target has already been met and challenged various aspects of the 

earlier decision to refuse an application. 

CPRE believes it is vital that strategic planning by local planning 

authorities and communities outlining where developments are 

appropriate should be adhered to so that opportunist applications 

outside those designated areas may be refused.  Areas for development 

in and around Greens Norton have already been identified and 

therefore this application was extremely unwelcome. 

CPRE, in supporting the local community, argued strongly that the  

5-year land supply has been met and that the application did not meet 

a large number of the planning policy conditions.  This was particularly 

relevant because the proposed development occupied a high point 

overlooking the village and surrounding countryside and would have 

been clearly visible on approaches to the village, blighting the current 

scenic rural landscape. 

Application for housing  
development at Greens  
Norton refused  
- Steve Batterby  

Builder’s waste on the verge near Tiffield 
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I joined CPRE in 1977, so will be  

celebrating 40 years next year. I was 

an active committee member in West 

Yorkshire, but when we moved to 

Trafford there was no local organisa-

tion, so I renewed my activity when 

we moved to Northamptonshire in 

1992. Soon after, under Sir John 

Dent’s leadership, I helped with the 

representations to the proposals to 

re-open the Central Railway. I was a 

committee member for West  

Northants District and have  

continued since its merger with 

South Northants.  

In the noughties, when my planning 

consultancy business started to grow 

I was only able to help with repre-

sentations on a limited number of 

development proposals, although I 

made time to become involved with 

representations on HS2.  

Now that I am working part-time, 

having handed the business on to my 

successors, I have the time to be 

more active. I have joined the  

Technical Secretaries group and am 

pleased to offer advice on any plan-

ning issue, although my special  

expertise is in minerals and waste 

planning. As my company represents 

many of the county’s quarry and 

waste operators, I do have to be 

careful to avoid conflicts of interest. 

However, I do my best to have in 

mind CPRE’s objectives when I am 

advising clients, especially as I do 

not want to find myself coming up 

against CPRE members’ objections. 

There is much development being 

proposed in the county, due to its 

pivotal location at the junction of 

the M1/M6/A14. Therefore, there is 

plenty to do in monitoring such  

proposals and making well-reasoned 

and relevant representations to the  

decision-making authorities, for 

which there is always room for more 

voluntary help from members’ 

around the county. 

Volunteer profile  - Gill Pawson 

CPRE nationally has recently published 

new research which shows that it would 

be possible to build more than a million 

homes on suitable brownfield sites. 

The government had described a  

previous CPRE estimate of around a 

million homes as ‘wildy over-  

optimistic’. Now, using the  

government’s own pilot brownfield  

register scheme, CPRE has calculated 

that suitable brownfield sites can  

provide between 1.1 and 1.4 million 

new homes. 

Commenting on this, Shaun Spiers, CPRE 

Chief Executive, says: “These official 

figures show that there is plenty of 

suitable brownfield land available, and 

that the supply of brownfield land  

continues to grow. The government and 

local authorities must now ensure that 

developers use it. This will not only 

save the countryside, it will help  

ensure thriving towns and cities.” 

We in the North Northamptonshire  

District of CPRE decided earlier in the 

year to undertake some work to review 

the availability of brownfield sites in 

the area, to check the effectiveness of 

the local authority registers, to identify 

alternative and additional sites, and to 

examine some of the issues associated 

with the use of brownfield sites for 

housing. We were extremely fortunate 

that a very able and hard-working  

volunteer came forward and offered to 

undertake this work. Though that work 

is still ongoing, the local authorities in 

North Northamptonshire have  

co-operated most positively, and it is 

clear that they have all addressed their 

responsibilities in terms of compiling  

registers of brownfield sites; but what 

this work shows is the difficulty of  

determining what is ‘suitable’ brown-

field land. However, on this basis the 

CPRE members in North  

Northamptonshire will be better able to 

identify additional and alternative 

brownfield sites. 

This will give us a much stronger basis 

on which to encourage councils to  

allocate brownfield sites, in preference 

to greenfield sites where the latter 

would compete with the development 

of nearby brownfield land. Not least, 

because recent CPRE research shows 

that, on average, brownfield sites are 

developed half a year faster than green-

field.  

CPRE recognises that we have to build 

more homes, and more affordable 

homes, quickly and in the right places. 

In Northamptonshire we have to ensure 

that we do that whilst reconciling the 

commitment to more homes and the 

protection of the countryside. That is 

where brownfield sites must play their 

part. 

Brownfield sites 
- Martin Gaskell                                                                                                                                                     

Chairman, North Northamptonshire District, CPRE. 

Date for your diary 

Icons of Northamptonshire tour  

6th May 2017, £40 

Details to follow in the next issue of 

Outlook  

Contact: 

sally.hanrahan@CPRENorthants.org.uk  

or leave a message on 01604 780000 
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22 IDEAS THAT SAVED THE ENGLISH 

COUNTRYSIDE celebrates the  

achievements of CPRE and associated 

groups in bequeathing, to the present  

generation, a countryside that is still a  

repository of beauty and tranquillity.  This 

is despite 300 years of sustained  

development and population growth. 

It re-asserts the vision and durability of 

CPRE’s key arguments and those of historic 

partners including the National Trust, the 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  

and the Ramblers Association. 

It contains contributions from leading  

thinkers, campaigners and high-profile  

supporters, including Julia Bradbury, Tony 

Robinson, John le Carré, Andrew Motion and 

Simon Jenkins. There are archive images 

and beautiful colour photographs of present 

day landscapes, which show what has been 

saved, what has been protected for ever, 

and, on occasion, what has been lost  

– often the most poignant images of all. 

We have a small number of copies available 

to our current, past and future volunteers 

at a good discount. It is also available at all 

good bookshops and on-line suppliers. 

 

As announced in the last edition 

of Outlook, our Design Guide was 

launched to a gathering of  

architects, local planning  

officials, district and parish  

councillors at the Stanwick Lakes 

Visitor Centre on September 

12th.  The launch copies were 

very well received and hundreds 

more have been distributed since 

then. 

If you are working on new-build 

or refurbishment projects in the 

villages or countryside of our 

county, the Guide will help you to 

recall the distinctive styles of 

Northamptonshire’s architectural 

heritage.  Whether you want a 

modern design to sit harmoniously 

alongside older buildings, or to 

adopt a traditional style, the 

Guide will be useful to you.  If 

you are an architect, planner, 

developer or just someone  

interested in good building  

design, you will want a copy on 

your tablet, laptop or bookshelf. 

The easiest way to obtain the 

Guide is to download a copy free 

of charge from our website - over 

300 people have done so to 

date.  Follow the link at the top 

of our home page 

www.CPRENorthants.org.uk.   

Hard copies are also available at 

£5 plus postage – email  

info@CPRENorthants.org.uk or 

leave a message on 01604 780000. 

The guide is based on one  

published in 2000 by the  

Rockingham Forest Trust (RFT)

and developed over the last year 

or so by Alan Mayes, David Edsall, 

John Day and Colin Ray.  We are 

most grateful to the RFT, and to 

the Margaret Giffen Charitable 

Trust for their financial support. 

Launch of the Northamptonshire 
Countryside Design Guide 

About 50 representatives of Northamptonshire 

parish councils joined in our recent Planning 

Roadshow at Great Houghton village hall.  Our 

keynote speaker was Andrew Longley, Head of 

the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit 

(JPU).  This is the first time we have had a  

Planning Officer from the county to speak at a 

Roadshow and Andrew gave a very informative 

presentation on the role of strategic planning. 

In Northamptonshire, the Joint Planning Units 

for the north and south/west of the county, 

have each prepared Joint Core Strategies as 

part of this process.  After lengthy consulta-

tions both are now adopted by the local  

authorities within each JPU.  Andrew stressed 

the primacy of the Development Plan or Local 

Plan in this process and the need for these  

documents to be up to date and in accordance 

with the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF).  These are currently being prepared by 

each local authority in the county. 

Andrew described the “bottom up” approach to 

Strategic Planning since the introduction of the 

NPPF and the role of the Neighbourhood Plan in 

this process.  A copy of Andrew’s presentation 

is available on the CPRE Northamptonshire  

website.  

The evening concluded with an illuminating 

introduction by David Edsall to the recently 

published Northamptonshire Countryside Design 

Guide. 

Our thanks to both of our speakers for an  

informative and enjoyable evening.  Our next 

Roadshow will be in Spring 2017. 

Planning Roadshow  
27th October 2016 

Martin Gaskell, Sir 

Paul Hayter, Mary 

Laing, David  

Montagu-Smith and 

David Laing 

mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org

