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HIGH SPEED TWO 

OUR THOUGHTS ON THIS CONTENTIOUS TOPIC 

Parts of Northamptonshire face the prospect of disruption, bigger than 

anything since the building of the M1 in the 1950s, following publication by the Government of its 

proposals for a high speed rail link from London to Birmingham and beyond.  The line would go through 

unspoilt countryside in south Northamptonshire, passing the north-east corner of Brackley and then in a 

straight line close to Greatworth, Thorpe Mandeville, Edgcote and Chipping Warden into Warwickshire.  

The detail of this announcement has come as a great shock, but since all three main political parties have 

publicly expressed their support for high speed rail, its central theme is not unexpected.  Any new line has 

to go somewhere. 

In approaching this subject there are four questions to be answered in turn: 

1. Do we support high speed rail in principle? 

2. If so, is the route proposed the best available in respect of its overall alignment and impact on the 

environment? 

3. If so, could any damage which it will cause be reduced by limited adjustments to the route? 

4. If the line is accepted and any adjustments are made, will the Government do enough to mitigate the 

damage to individuals’ property and the countryside and to offer compensation (both monetary and in 

the form of environmental benefits)? 

On the question of principle, CPRE policy nationally is in favour of high speed rail, which offers a low-

carbon alternative to domestic air travel and additional motorway building and has proved a success on the 

continent.  It can also bring benefits to other rail services by taking out the fastest trains from the existing 

network, which is close to saturation.  CPRE Northants accepts the case for high speed rail, provided that 

the rest of the rail network is not starved of funds as a result.  Many people in the north of the county want 

to see the Midland Main Line upgraded, and load shift to HS2 provides a golden opportunity to improve the 

West Coast Main Line through the county - maybe even a new station on that line. 

Our chairman, Sir Paul Hayter, has discussed the alignment of the proposed route with the Secretary of 

State for Transport.  Lord Adonis explained the reasons why, after serious consideration, alternative routes 

along the M40 or M1 corridors were rejected.  There are questions about the wisdom of starting at Euston, 
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on which other political parties may not agree, but in engineering terms the case for the chosen route is 

strong, not least because it goes through or close to remarkably few dwellings.  But there of course lies the 

rub for Northamptonshire: it is mainly the scarce resource of empty countryside that is threatened.  Fast 

trains need straight tracks and we will want to be convinced that the demand for very high speeds of up to 

400 km/h is not going to cause damage to the countryside that slightly slower speeds could avoid.  It is also 

essential that enough money is found for high quality engineering.  Sensitive design of features such as 

viaducts and embankments, and investment in 

noise reduction, could help parts of the railway to 

become a thing of beauty rather than an eyesore. 

On the third and fourth questions, which relate to 

matters of detail, the Government’s and 

Parliament’s processes for consultation and 

protecting private rights come into play.  For those 

threatened with planning blight, an Exceptional 

Hardship Scheme for the householders most 

affected is planned.  Later this year the 

Government will also undertake a public 

consultation, to which those worried by the route 

should certainly contribute.  For details of the 

Scheme and the consultation (as also for the 

White Paper proposals), go to 

www.dft.gov.uk/highspeedrail or ring 020 7944 

4908.  In due course, a hybrid bill will be presented to Parliament for legislative authority to undertake the 

works.  A hybrid bill is so called because it allows Parliament to discuss both the general question of 

whether a new railway is required and also the details of the route – in particular the rights and interests of 

members of the public directly affected by the chosen route.  As a former Clerk of the Parliaments, our 

chairman can confidently say that Parliament takes very seriously the protection of those rights and 

interests, and each House will consider petitions in great detail. 

In summary, CPRE Northants accepts high speed rail as part of the United Kingdom’s transport strategy.  

Provided that the proposed line does not end at Birmingham – in which case it should be abandoned at 

once – CPRE Northants will not oppose it, but will seek to reduce its local impact on the environment as far 

as possible, support those directly affected by the works to get the maximum mitigation and 

compensation, and campaign for improvements to other rail services by way of spin-off. 

What do you think?  Let us know at info@CPRENorthants.org. 

NEW CHAIRMAN OF NORTH NORTHANTS 
IN JUNE, DAVID CHARLTON-JONES TAKES OVER FROM JOHN & 

NANCY JEFFERIS 

Nancy and John Jefferis have worked hard and successfully led our North 
Northants district.  Under their guidance the district has had well-
attended meetings and social events, with volunteers busy on 
developments at Kettering East, Wellingborough North and elsewhere, 
issues such as lorries on country lanes, wind farms and the partial 
revision of the East Midlands Regional Plan – and much more. 

Vote for the countryside on May 6 

Right now the politicians are listening – tell them 
what you want for the countryside! 

We have a number of target constituencies in our 
county, so you can expect someone wearing party 
colours to talk to you soon.  Ask them if they support 
the countryside – its economy, its beauty and its 
tranquillity.  If they say that they do, ask them if they 
are members of CPRE! (some are).  CPRE’s manifesto 
is on the national website CPRE.org.uk – type 
manifesto into the site search box. 

We in CPRE Northants have written to the 
prospective parliamentary candidates representing 
the main parties in the county’s seven constituencies, 
asking them if they support our values.  Before 
Polling Day we will post their replies on our 
Northants website CPRENorthants.org. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/highspeedrail
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
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David Charlton-Jones takes over from the next district committee meeting, which is on June 9th, 7.30 pm at 
Cranford Hall.  David lives in Geddington with his wife Jane and both have been CPRE supporters for some 
years.  Before retirement David was UK Managing Director of the market research company A. C. Nielsen 
and first came to Northamptonshire in 1973 when he was appointed General Manager of Nielsen Clearing 
House in Corby.  He and Jane have long been admirers of the of the beautiful countryside and villages in 
the county and delight in showing friends and family that Northamptonshire is so much more than a 
corridor for the M1. 

 
STOP THE DROP CAMPAIGN – THE 2010 SPRING CLEAN 
HERE COME THE LITTER PICKERS! 

Even more villages than last year 
held a community litter pick this 
spring – there were over seventy 
that we know of.  For some it was a 
regular annual event, but for quite a 
few it was their first. 

The message is getting around – just 
tossing your packaging is 
unacceptable to more and more 
people.  But if the careless do, the 
thoughtful will clear it up - and have 
a fun day doing it! 

Litter pickers are constantly amazed 
by how much they pick, and 
bemused by the sheer weirdness of 
what people throw into verges of 
country lanes.  Some of the reports 
that reached Outlook: 

“Wow!  20 people and 60 bags of rubbish in 2 hours, and we could collect the same amount again!  What an outstanding 
success........A car door, a clock, bits of cars, cats-eyes, goodness knows how many drink cans and plastic bottles, 
cigarette and crisp packets, even a pair of tights that 
looked as if... I think I’ll stop there!!” 

“Wellingborough Council were excellent in providing 
bags, gloves, high visibility tabards and litter pick-up 
sticks.  The CPRE were the instigators of the day – [they] 
gave us some tabards and pick-up sticks.  Bags were 
placed outside the village hall.....the Council had come 
and collected them all by 2pm.  That’s what I call 
service.” 

“It was also a good way to generate a community spirit.”  
“About 20 bags of rubbish were collected together with 
four tyres and a large lorry mudguard.  The strangest 
item collected was an unused parachute still in its pack. 
The local airfield parachute club reclaimed it.”  “Nothing is 
planned in [our village] as we don’t have a litter problem.” 

“The most annoying items collected were bags of dog excrement – the dog owners had picked up the mess with plastic 
bags and then thrown them into the hedgerow”.  “We have a regular team of “Wombles” who collect throughout the year 
on their designated patch”.  “We are pretty busy what with a wind farm application & the High Speed Rail route on our 
doorstep, but we will be picking soon”. 

“The Village Pride Event arose from tidying the churchyard after my husband’s ashes were interred.  A fitting tribute, 
don't you think?” 
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LITTER HEROES 
This summer the Litter Heroes of our 2010 Stop the 
Drop campaign will win some really worthwhile prizes 
for their village or community group.  Watch your 
email inbox for details!  (If you don't get email from 
us, let us know at info@CPRENorthants.org.) 

BUY LOCAL 
EAT LOCAL 

Have you completed 
our questionnaire 
on Local Foods? 

Sally Hanrahan is 
actively surveying 
at local fairs, but if 

you haven’t had the 
chance to give us 

your views in 
person, please 

complete our online 
survey: visit, 

CPRENorthants.org 

 

Breaking news 
 

CPRE Northants and Carlsberg UK have 
teamed up to form a corporate 
partnership, which will fight the scourge 
of litter that is piling up across 
Northamptonshire. 

The partnership is asking people to think 
twice before they ‘drink and drop’ and argues 
that in addition to responsible drinking, 
drinkers should also consider a 'responsible' 
way of disposing of their cans and bottles. 

The partnership will work to reduce all litter 
in the county.  CPRE volunteers and Carlsberg 
UK staff will act together to highlight to the 
public the importance of the responsible 
disposal all kinds of packaging, after they 
have enjoyed the contents. Carlsberg UK will 
be adding its substantial marketing 
experience to the charity’s on-going ‘Stop the 
Drop’ campaign, by encouraging its staff and 
millions of drinkers to support the initiative. 

Gareth Roberts, Director of Sponsorship and 
Media Relations for Carlsberg UK, said “As 
part of the commitment to our Corporate 
Social Responsibility programme we are keen 
to ensure our drinkers protect the 
environment, by recycling where possible 
and disposing of cans and bottles in a 
responsible way.  Our company and our staff 
can play a part in contributing effectively to 
this local initiative”. 

Sir Paul Hayter, Branch Chairman of CPRE 
Northamptonshire said: “We are asking 
people to think twice before they ‘drink and 
drop’, but this is not just about drinks cans.  
Litter is a real problem, with a few 
irresponsible or thoughtless people spoiling 
the beauty of our county for everyone. 

“I’m delighted that CPRE Northants has been 
able to join forces with such an important 
Northampton-based employer as Carlsberg 
UK, to highlight the problem of litter locally 
and to strengthen our efforts to do something 
about it.  If we are going to persuade people 
to keep road verges and pavements clean, the 
whole community needs to be involved”. 

Summer dates for your calendar 

Our Events Coordinator can be reached at 
Sue.Baylis@CPRENorthants.org or 01858 433136 

Thursday May 6 – 6.00 pm 
A guided walk of Salcey Forest, led by Andy Patmore.  
Please book in advance, and then meet at entrance of 
Salcey Forest Café.  Tickets are £5, including 
tea/coffee and cake 

Friday June 11 – 6.00 – 8.00pm 
An evening at Deene Park, near Corby.  Tickets are 
£15, including a Pimms and canapés reception, 
access to the wonderful gardens and a tour of the 
main rooms in the house 

Saturday June 26 – 7.00 pm 
Summer Ball at Whittlebury Hall Hotel & Spa, near 
Towcester.  Tickets are £50 per person, including 
champagne reception, a three-course dinner, live 
music and disco, auction and raffle 

Friday July 9– 7.30 pm 
A Supper Party at Little Houghton House, near 
Northampton.  Tickets are £20, including supper and 
a glass of wine. 
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