
 

 

 

 

 

CPRE Northamptonshire Town and 

Country Award Results 2013 – Alan Mayes  

Following our decision in 2012 to hold the Northamptonshire CPRE Town & 

Country Awards every two years, entries were sought in 2013 for the next 

round of candidates to put before our panel of judges. 

In all we had ten nominations, all very worthy candidates:

 New housing at Bridge Street, Thrapston 

 Woodford Mill Tea Rooms  

 Wadenhoe village Tea Rooms 

 Carlsberg Distribution Centre, Northampton 

 The Errol Flynn Cinema at the Derngate, 

Northampton  

 Beckets Park Marina, Northampton  

 The Four Pears Public House, Little Houghton 

 The Kings Head Public House, Spratton 

 The Spa at Fawsley Hall Hotel  

 Barton Seagrave Hall Hotel and Orangery 

 

With such a wide range of candidates representing many aspects of our 

county, the panel of five judges had a difficult task.  However four of the 

nominations had qualities which singled them out as equal winners, as 

follows: 

 Woodford Mill Tea Rooms - for an outstanding restoration of a 

derelict water mill  

 The Errol Flynn Cinema at the Derngate Northampton - for an 

innovative design in a town centre location  

 The Four Pears Public House, Little Houghton - for the 

rejuvenation of a village public house by eight local residents  

 Barton Seagrave Hall Hotel and Orangery - for the complete 

restoration of a country house giving it a new life as a hotel and 

restaurant  

Representatives of the winners gathered at the Evening of Carols at 

Cranford Hall on 11th December.  They were presented with their CPRE 

Mark plaques by our Chairman Sir Paul Hayter.  The architect of the Errol 

Flynn Cinema had travelled all the way from Yorkshire! 

I would like to thank all who took part, together with our panel of judges. 

These awards are a positive means of recognising and encouraging good 

design in our county, both new build and restoration.  Please keep an eye 

open for nominations for 2015. 
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Housing Development in North Northamptonshire – Bill Driver 

Carols by Candlelight at Cranford – David Charlton-Jones 

The annual carol service in the beautiful 12th century church of 

Cranford St. Andrew, standing in the grounds of Cranford Hall, has 

become a traditional CPRE event.  On Wednesday December 11th 

some seventy members and friends gathered to enjoy mulled wine in 

the warm light of dozens of candles illuminating the ancient 

stonework and the seasonal decorations. 

We then joined a programme of carols and seasonal music sung by 

the choir led by Paul Hayter, our county Chairman. We were 

entertained by both traditional favourites, some less well-known and 

some more demanding pieces, including John Tavener’s “The Lamb”, 

all of which were sung with skill and enthusiasm as appropriate.  The 

congregation happily joined in singing some popular carols. 

After the service, choir and congregation were treated to a delicious hot supper and mince pies in the Studio, which was 

followed by the Town & Country Awards presentations. 

The success of the evening was assured by the receipt of a generous donation to our funds from the David Laing Foundation, for 

which we are extremely grateful.  Our sincere thanks also go to Gayle Robinson and her wonderful team of helpers who gave us 

such a memorable evening.

Many years ago a planning group was established in North 

Northamptonshire that was given the task of producing a Core 

Spatial Strategy for the area. The initial proposals were closely 

examined by the county branch of CPRE and after a considered 

response we were invited to be at the table for the statutory 

Examination in Public.  The resulting strategy that was agreed 

and published proposed that development should be 

concentrated on “Sustainable Urban Extensions” to the main 

towns in the area.  The term sustainable was never defined, 

but was considered to indicate a development that was large 

enough to be self-supporting in the main requirements of 

urban life, e.g. schools, shops, health centres and transport 

that provide high quality living for generations.  The main 

parts of the concept were well defined, with the Highways 

Department of the County Council providing an imaginative 

and detailed scheme for the provision of a first class transport 

system. 

Since then conditions have changed hugely.   Finance for the 

original scheme was based on an expected growth in land 

values and not the slightest expectation that the country 

would run into the financial mess that now exists.  In those 

days sustainability seemed affordable, but this is very clearly 

now not the case and we still have the planned Sustainable 

Urban Extensions.  They are being built in a much more 

fragmented fashion than originally planned, without much of 

the expensive infrastructure that was required to make them 

sustainable; I feel that the original concept should be re-

visited to define new sustainability criteria.  We do not want 

them to become speculative development fragments that 

provide maximum profit for the developers at the cost of 

quality of life - for residents of the extensions and for existing 

residents of the towns onto which they will be built. 

At the time of the initial preparation of the Core Spatial 

Strategy, the top of the planning hierarchy was the East 

Midlands Regional Authority, funded by central government 

and intended to provide a unifying level of housing provision 

throughout the region.  The regional authorities have been 

dismantled by the present government.  Planning for housing 

has been devolved to local authorities, with a duty to co-

operate across their boundaries.  We are left with essentially 

the same plans, but without regional input and reduced 

funding.  A further organisation has been created in the Local 

Enterprise Partnership, which has the job of developing the 

economic fortunes of, in our case, the county of 

Northamptonshire, but it has no function in planning for 

housing.  It is clearly to the benefit of all residents of the 

county that we are economically prosperous.  A mainstay of 

this prosperity should be that the county is an attractive place 

in which to live and work.  This is where CPRE is trying to 

concentrate its effort. 

Northamptonshire is predominantly rural.  This must be a 

major asset in attracting the people needed for economic 

success and it should therefore be promoted and protected as 

such.  Modern life for the majority means urban living and this 

must be made as desirable as possible - keeping development 

compact and providing ready access to rural areas, whilst at 

the same time protecting them from urban sprawl and loss of 

farmland and wildlife habitat.  This requires a high quality of 

design and planning that has the active involvement of people 

with an interest in their locality. The internet makes 

commenting on planning proposals easier than ever and I 

would draw your attention to the website of your own local 

authority and to that of the North Northamptonshire Joint 

Planning Unit at www.nnjpu.org.uk.  Please make your views 

known now! 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/
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50/50: recent prizewinners 

October  Robert Gardner of Byfield £30, Mary Shirville of Cotterstock £20 

November  Jane Wincott of Church Stowe £30, Clare Pollak of Sulgrave £20 

December  Deborah Hayter of Charlton £30, Helen Trasler of Moulton £20 

 

   
As reported in the last edition of Outlook, CPRE Northamptonshire is collaborating with Northamptonshire County Council in 

the production of a coffee-table book celebrating the beauties and special features of the county.  This is loosely modelled 

on the book “Icons of England” published by CPRE nationally in 2008. 

The book will contain about 70 photographs of special features of the county.  Each photo will be accompanied by a page 

of text written by someone who knows the feature well, saying why they admire it and why it deserves to be described as 

an “Icon of Northamptonshire”.  The Icons will be very varied, including historic buildings, views of the countryside, 

industrial archaeology, sporting venues, natural landmarks and a few unusual items. 

Progress is good.  Following consultations in the West and North district committees during 2013, the icons have been 

chosen and many well-known authors have agreed to write about them.  Publication is expected in October 2014 and an 

opportunity to buy copies will be offered to all CPRE county members and in Northamptonshire libraries.  Those members 

who would like to receive copies at a reduced price of £15 and to have their names included in the book’s subscribers list 

are encouraged to fill in the flyer circulated with this edition of Outlook.  Any proceeds from the book will be shared by 

CPRE Northamptonshire and the County Library Service. - Paul Hayter 

 

Will your name be on the 2014 list? 

 

Many Outlook readers were 

members of our 50/50 club 

during 2013.  Whether or 

not you were one of them, 

we do hope that you will be 

during 2014. 

It’s a very simple idea.  You 

buy stakes in our 50/50 club at £1 per month – perhaps one 

each for you and your family members.  Each month during 

2014, half of the stake money is returned to randomly 

selected stakeholders as a prize, and the other half helps to 

keep CPRE Northamptonshire functioning. 

Past contributions have helped us in our work with local 

planning authorities, parish councils, High Speed Two 

community forums and at wind farm enquiries.  They have 

enabled us to work with primary schools and village groups 

on the menace of litter in the countryside and with County 

Highways on unsightly roadside clutter.  They have assisted 

us when we again encouraged small rural businesses with our 

Local Food Hero Awards. 

Since funding is now even more difficult to find, the 

contribution we get from our 50/50 club will help us greatly 

in 2014.   Please do support us in this way. 

If you haven’t already done so, you can do this by either: 

 Posting your cheque for £12 per stake to CPRE 

Northamptonshire, Orchard Cottage, Church Road, 

Brackley NN13 7BU (please include a note with your 

name, address and the names of your stakeholders), or 

 Making an electronic bank transfer for the same amount 

to: account name Northants CPRE 5050, account no. 

00020535, sort code 40-52-40 - giving your name as a 

reference (and please email info@CPRENorthants.org.uk to 

let us know your name, address and the names of your 

stakeholders), or 

 Setting up a standing order (and please email 

info@CPRENorthants.org.uk to request a form). 

The 2013 prizewinners are listed on our website.   

mailto:info@CPRENorthatns.org.yk
mailto:info@CPRENorthatns.org.yk
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Malcom Arnold Academy Builds on Their Success in the Litter 
Poster Competition  - Peter Hopkins 

As announced in the last edition of Outlook, the Malcolm 

Arnold Academy in Northampton were runners-up in CPRE 

Northamptonshire’s 2013 Litter Poster competition.  The 

school’s prize was a cheque for £150 and nine Year 7 pupils 

received Amazon vouchers worth between £15 and £25. 

Hannah Lawrence, the Academy’s Progress Champion for 

Global Citizenship, decided to hold a formal prize-giving 

ceremony last November in order to launch a further phase of 

work for students on environmental issues.  The next phase 

will be an inter-house competition to find the tutor group that 

has worked best on a key environment-related subject.  As 

well as prizes, the students’ work will count towards their 

overall performance assessment by Academy teaching staff. 

We in CPRE Northants are now working with the Margaret 

Giffen Trust and the Wilson Foundation to raise awareness in 

secondary school classrooms of countryside issues, following 

our success with the county’s primary school children in the 

past few years.  As a result, students have enthusiastically 

met the challenge of depicting litter threats to countryside 

wildlife – a good starting point for further deliberation on the 

rural environment.  It is very satisfying to see that these 

efforts are now starting to prove successful in the secondary 

sector as well. 

Sir Paul Hayter, chairman of CPRE Northamptonshire, 

presenting prizes for the 2013 Secondary School Litter Poster 

competition to Year 7 pupils at the Malcolm Arnold Academy 

in Trinity Avenue, Northampton 

 

Summer Events in North 
Northamptonshire 
It is four years since we last took a walk through the lovely 

lakeside woods at Apethorpe Manor House.  Lord and Lady 

Brassey have kindly invited us again to come and enjoy the 

glorious spring flowers on Saturday 12th April between 

11.00 am and 1.00 pm.  Tickets are only £12.50 for adults 

and children under 16 years of age have free entry.  It’s 

difficult to think of a nicer way to spend a spring morning 

so please complete the application form enclosed and 

reserve your place now. 

Continuing the lakeside theme, on Sunday 9th August we 

shall be inviting members and their family and friends to 

enjoy a walk and nature trail, with prizes for children, at 

the privately owned Thorpe Malsor lake, by kind 

permission of Mr and Mrs John Powell.  Please watch for 

more details in the next edition of Outlook. 

Dates for your diary 

Events:  Sue.Baylis@CPRENorthants.org.uk  

28 March to 6 April - Stop the Drop campaign.   
Please think about holding your annual village litter 
pick during this time. 

10 April – Planning Roadshow at Great Houghton 
Village Hall, from 6.00 – 9.00 pm.  Refreshments will 
be served.  Anyone wishing to attend please contact 
Sue Baylis.  There is no charge for members, but space 
is limited so please let us know. 

12 April – Lakeside walk at Apethorpe Manor  
– see details in adjacent article. 

9 August  – Walk and nature trail at Thorpe Malsor  
– see details in adjacent article. 
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