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March 2020 

Dates for your Diary 

 Planning Roadshow 

2 April 2020, 6.30 pm 

Great Houghton Village Hall 

 Rockingham International  

Horse Trials 

1 - 3 May 2020 

Rockingham Castle 

 Chasing Ice (see back page) 

2 May 2020,  6.30 pm 

Northampton Filmhouse 

 Midsummer Music  (see insert) 

19 June 2020, 7.30 pm 

Holcot Church 

 AGM and Village Awards 

14 July 2020, 5.30 pm 

ACRE, Hunsbury Hill 

 

Paul was born in Lincolnshire although 

brought up in London. He has been 

married to Alexandra (known as 

Poosie) for nearly 35 years and has 

four adult children, Alice, Edmund, 

Isabelle and Louisa. He farms in the 

beautiful countryside outside Blakesley 

near Towcester, where he and his 

family have lived very happily for the 

last 27 years, and grows grapes for 

organic rosé wine in the Var in 

southern France.  

After Uppingham School he attended 

Durham University and the College of 

Law in London.  In his youth Paul 

served as a trooper in the Honourable 

Artillery Company, a City of London 

Territorial Army regiment. He practised 

as a solicitor for over 30 years, 

including a period in Bahrain and 

Oman. He became a senior partner of 

Greenwoods Solicitors, an insurance 

law firm with offices across the 

country.  He retired in 2013.   

Paul is involved with a range of 

charities and voluntary organisations in 

and around Northamptonshire 

including: St Andrew’s Healthcare 

where he is a governor and a board 

member, the Northamptonshire 

Community Foundation of which he is 

a trustee, CPRE Northamptonshire of 

which he is chairman and the 

Peterborough Cathedral Development 

and Preservation Trust of which he is 

also a trustee. He was formerly a 

member of the Independent 

Monitoring Board at HM Prison 

Woodhill and a governor of Blakesley 

Church of England Primary School. 

He has a particular interest in 

conservation, having focused on tree 

and hedgerow planting and the 

reintroduction of wild flowers on his 

farm.  

He is a keen walker who recently 

completed a 1,000-mile walk from 

Arles in the Rhone Valley to Santiago 

de Compostela in northern Spain.  

New Chairman  

- Paul Parsons 
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This edition of Outlook has a new CPRE logo and (in marketing parlance) 

branding. Did you think a) what a bright new image – how refreshing! or 

b) what on earth did they change that for?  More needless expense… 

We can relate to both responses.  The years go by and it can be startling when 

something with which we have grown familiar is suddenly ditched.  Like all 

charities that rely on subscriptions from membership for income and the hard 

work of volunteers to achieve its objectives, CPRE has to review its image 

frequently.  Yes, we continue to enjoy the loyalty of a sizeable (but inevitably 

shrinking) cohort of long term 

supporters, but do sufficient 

numbers of new people find it 

attractive enough to join? 

Just as has happened several 

times over the years, the 

inevitable outcome of such 

reviews is a number of new 

ideas on the direction and 

strategy of the organisation, 

and the face it shows to the 

outside world.  Hence the new approach that has now been adopted by CPRE. 

This “face” is now called ‘branding’ of course – and in the modern world it is 

more important than ever.  CPRE has taken great care to select an image with 

appeal to an audience of young people, who are growing increasingly 

passionate about environmental issues.  Is it possible to achieve this aim while 

retaining the loyalty of its many long-term members?  The next few years will 

provide the answer to that important question. To read more on this subject, 

please visit the national website and search for “our strategic plan: a 

summary”.  In due course there will be a version on our Northamptonshire 

website. 

You noticed (we hope)! 
       - Peter Hopkins 

We’ve all seen the slogans.  We have our 
views on the endeavours of climate 
emergency activists and initiatives. We watch 
and read the latest reports and wonder what 
can be done.  No doubt we all do our bit in 
recycling, cutting down on plastic and 
reducing whatever seems easiest in an effort 
to reduce emissions.  However, there is 
always more to be done and local initiatives 
might be the answer to get more in the 
community to take part.   

In Blisworth there is a new group which is 
looking at just that.  Using the local magazine 
and social media they will be putting out 
simple ideas of the week and directing 
people to the website, where there is more 
detailed information.  Currently, having 
obtained information from the local 
authority, they’re looking at the low usage of 
food caddies in the village.  They explain why 
they’re a great idea and seek ways to 
encourage people to make saving food waste 
for collection a normal part of their daily 
routine.   

It’s a small beginning, but it is hoped the 
groundswell will inspire other villages to do the 
same.  If your community has already started 
initiatives, then please let us know at 
info@cprenorthants.org.uk. We would like to  
learn from each other and spread the word.  

What can small 
communities do for a 

large planet? 

Newton, Einstein 
and the Bletchley Park team would all 

have had difficulty with this one.  Indeed, as secretary of 
CPRE Northamptonshire, I can probably claim to be the only 
individual in the entire world with the answer at his 
fingertips - it’s 86!  The sequence lists the ages of your 
trustees and 86 is the missing one.  The average is 73.  At  
the risk of sounding ageist, I must tell you this is not a  
good thing. 

Apart from being on the old side, we are all white and male.  
I’m not suggesting that this lack of diversity means we are 
inevitably doing a bad job, but it certainly doesn’t make the 
branch look attractive to potential new members.   

At a time when CPRE nationally is rebranding itself to appeal 
to a wider, more diverse audience, we are stuck in the past 
with seemingly nowhere to go. 

We need new volunteers, especially those with an interest in 
becoming trustees in due course.  If you are interested in the 
planning process so much the better, but a love of the 
countryside and a desire to protect it are the most 
important qualities.  We don’t expect new volunteers to tick 
all the diversity boxes, but we do know that things can’t go 
on as they are – the Grim Reaper will see to that!   

If you feel you could help in any way or know anyone who 
might be able to, please call us on 01604 780000 or send an 
email to info@cprenorthants.org.uk.  We’ll be happy to 
discuss any questions you may have. 

We particularly need people who, after 
training if necessary, can help with planning 
matters in the south of the county. 

- Robin Jones 
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The 2019 Town and Country 
Awards attracted 16 very varied 
entries, which were judged in 
the Autumn of last year. The 
four winners each received an 
engraved plaque presented by 
our Vice President, Lady 
Robinson at the Carol Concert 
at Easton Neston Church on 14 
December.  

The winners were: 

Moat Lane, Towcester  

A scheme of urban regeneration 
providing both housing and 
retail premises in a town centre 
location incorporating an area 
of public open space. This run 
down area was the subject of a 
brief prepared by South 
Northamptonshire Council and 
was designed and built by Colin 
Clayson Country Homes of 
Northampton.  

Warners Gin Distillery  

A local enterprise based at Falls 
Farm in Harrington, which 
demonstrates the reuse of 
traditional farm buildings and 
the development of a botanical 
garden to provide herbs and 

bees for the gin production, 
together with water from a local 
historical spring.  

Brackley Town Hall 
Restoration 

At a time when many public 
buildings are  surplus to 
requirements this is a flagship 
scheme in the market town of 
Brackley.  It provides a café 
space at ground floor in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth 
century Town Hall, a restored 
assembly room and council 
chamber at the upper level and 
an ingeniously designed 
apartment for holiday-letting in 
the attic. The development was 
led by Brackley Town Council.  

Phipps Brewery 
Northampton  

Both a local enterprise and the 
reuse of a late-nineteenth 
century brewery building in the 
centre of Northampton. It 
demonstrates that businesses 
can thrive in town centre 
locations rather than eating up 
the countryside. The brewery 
also revives a well-known 
traditional Northampton 

Town and Country Awards 2019 Winners   - Alan Mayes 

 

Judging from the response to the 
article in our last issue, village cinemas are 
thriving - so we decided to investigate.  
We visited Ravensthorpe where Mike and 
Mo Cobbe, two regular filmgoers, wanted 
to share their enthusiasm with fellow 
villagers. 

Advertising via email and posters and 
initially supported by a facilitator called 
Phoenix Community Cinema, they and a 

group of likeminded people got the 
Ravensthorpe village cinema up and 
running in 2016.  In 2017 they 
obtained a grant of £10,000 from 
the Big Lottery Fund for the 
purchase of a 7 speaker audio-
visual system and a 3.5m screen 
and, with the help of volunteers 

to man the door and bar and operate the 
equipment, it was all systems go.  

Films, selected by an informal group of six, 
range from mainstream through art-
house/foreign language to classics.  It’s 
impossible to please everyone but 
audience reaction is generally positive.  
There is a fortnightly film night with a 
break during July and August.  Audiences 
vary from 40 to 60 and are not exclusively 
grey-haired, nor for that matter 
exclusively from Ravensthorpe.   

The cinema is a success financially.  
Tickets cost £6 (£4 for students) and can 
be bought online or at the door.  Income 
from ticket and refreshment sales 
comfortably exceeds the £100 single title 
screening licence, the cost of the DVD and 
the 10% fee on online ticket sales payable 
to the online booking agent.  It has 
contributed between £2,500 and £3,000 
annually to village hall funds and the 
annual drinks licence needed for film 
nights and the availability of the 
equipment have encouraged greater use 
of the hall by other organisations.       

It’s all very positive.  No need to venture 
out to the local multiplex of an evening 
and thus a reduced carbon footprint, an 
interesting selection of films, a bringing 
together of the community, valuable 
fundraising and, above all else, no 
popcorn.  What more could you ask for?    
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Planning  
Roadshow 
Unitary Authorities 

- Learning from 
Experience 

brewing name – Phipps. 

Thank you to all who put 
forward entries.  Start looking 
now for 2021 when we hope 
to run the awards again.  

A must for parish and town 
councillors wishing to be 
better informed about 
Unitary Authorities.  Do 
come and listen to our three 
eminent speakers, share 
your experiences and learn 
from others addressing 
issues similar to your own.  
Remember it’s free for 
members.   

Great Houghton Village 
Hall  at 6.30 pm on 
Thursday 2 April, with light 
refreshments  

For more information and to 
book contact Sue Baylis at 
info@cprenorthants.org.uk. 
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This year CPRE 
Northamptonshire will be 
running the Community 
Awards, which were launched 
in 2018. These awards aim to 
celebrate volunteer-led 
community projects that 
enhance the quality of life and 
environment for those living in 
Northamptonshire’s villages, 
towns and countryside.  

Applications can be made by 
any community group working 
within Northamptonshire or on 
behalf of a community group 
(the award is not a single 
person award).  

Applications should 
demonstrate one or more of 
the following have been 
achieved : 

 an enhancement to the 
countryside  

 an enhancement to the 
environment of villages  
or towns  

 an enhancement to the  

urban areas  

 an enhancement to the 
quality of life for those living 
in, working in or visiting 

 all projects must have been 
completed in the past  
5 years 

 all projects should generally 
be volunteer-based or 
managed by volunteer 
trustees 

The winners in 2018 included a 
community garden and the 
restoration of an urban park 
with a community orchard and 
community shop. 

Applications should be sent as a 
short written statement about 
the project with photographs. 

Please send them to  
alanmayes123@gmail.com or 
info@cprenorthants.org.uk. 

Celebrate your community’s 
achievements by nominating 
them.  The closing date is 30 

September 2020. 

Nominations for Community 
Awards 2020       - Alan Mayes 

If you share our beliefs about 

protecting the precious 

heritage of our beautiful 

countryside, please consider 

leaving a gift to CPRE 

Northamptonshire in your will.  

Your legacy, no matter what 

the amount, will help us 

ensure that developments are 

sensitive to the countryside 

and that housing sprawl is 

kept in check. With your help, 

there will be a green, tranquil 

and beautiful England for 

tomorrow's children to enjoy. 

Yes, it’s about pushing up 

daisies – much better than 

tarmac and concrete!  Talk  

to your solicitor about 

changing your will to leave  

a gift to CPRE 

Northamptonshire and 

specify our charity  

registration number, which is 

1116687. 

Whatever the amount, your 

legacy will help us to ensure  

a better protected 

Northamptonshire 

countryside.  For further 

information, please contact us 

on 01604 780000, or write to 

us at The Wheatsheaf, Spring 

Hill Farm, Harborough Road, 

Pitsford, Northampton  

NN6 9AA. 

Consider Leaving a Legacy 

West Northamptonshire CPRE are delighted to be able 
to screen this film, which shows the real scale of ice 
melt in the Arctic, along with the incredible beauty of 
the landscape. It has received several major awards 
including an Emmy for outstanding nature photography 
and a Sundance award for its stunning cinematography. 
This is due to the dedication of James Balog, a 
renowned photographer for ‘National Geographic’ who 
visited Iceland to gain evidence of the changes to the 
ice.  He then returned to do the Extreme Ice Survey. 

This new event for CPRE is quite different and we hope 
to attract those who may not make it to our other 
county-based events. The support you give will have far
-reaching effects in supporting the work we do locally 
to protect and enhance the environment.   Ultimately, 
local initiatives will impact on these extraordinary 
landscapes, which we may never see again.  

Please invite friends and family for what will be a very 
interesting and unusual evening. 

Put 2 May in your diary and go online to buy tickets for  
£15 which include a glass of prosecco and popcorn that 
can be taken into the very comfortable cinema.  

The event will start at 6.30 pm with the showing at  
7.00 pm ending at 8.15 pm. 

It will be introduced by Joanna van der Meer, formerly 
from the education department of the BFI, who helped 
us choose this film. 

 

For tickets contact the Northampton Filmhouse 
Box Office 01604 624811  

www.northamptonfilmhouse.com/whats-on/ 

 
For the film clip  https://chasingice.com,  

For a discussion guide 
https://www.chasingice.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/02/Chasing-Ice-Discussion-Guide.pdf  

mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org

